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PLAYING GOD >> If starring in Avatar — the highest-grossing film of all time — hasn't given 

Sam Worthington a god complex, then Clash of the Titans should do the trick. Worthington stars as 
Perseus, the half-god son of Zeus in this CGl-laden spectacle. And the Aussie actor admits it was a 
dream come true to work the sword and sandals...but not a toga, never a toga By Bob Strauss 
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comedy, Cooking With Stella 
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ABS OF STEEL 


Do abs on your armour really make you stronger? rm looking at pictures of 
Sam Worthington in Clash of the Titans and I can’t tell what sort of shape he’s in — but man, his 
armour is ripped. 

Worthington plays the half-god Perseus in the remake of the 1981 fantasy film. In the first movie, 
Harry Hamlin played Perseus in a toga with nothing but a shield to protect his half-human/half-god 
hide. Since the story’s based on characters that didn’t really exist, in an amorphous time period that 
lives only in the minds of storytellers, it’s impossible to verify whether or not the Greek gods and 
demigods wore armour with chiselled abs — or armour at all, for that matter. 

Ten years ago Russell Crowe wore perfectly normal armour in Gladiator — strong, solid, flat across 
the stomach...no abs, as did Brad Pitt in 2004’s Troy and Orlando Bloom in 2005’s Kingdom of Heaven. 

I blame Gerard Butler. He trained for seven months to build the stone six-pack he had in 2006’s 300, 
and raised the bar. And he wasn’t even wearing armour. The new standard was so unrealistic for most 
actors that it had to be applied to plastic and metal instead of flesh. 

First, the trend popped up on comic-book heroes. In 2005’s Batman Begins, Batman’s stomach bore 
a faint outline where Christian Bale’s abs might be, but by 2008’s The Dark Knight his stomach was 
criss-crossed with a well-defined six-pack. Iron Man’s suit has been working out too. In the sequel, 
which comes out this May, the suit’s abs are chunkier and more angled than in the 2008 original. 

But it’s not just comic-book heroes. What good did the shiny, ab-shaped panels on Channing Tatum’s 
body armour do in last year’s G.I. Joe: The Rise of Cobra? Wouldn’t he have been better off if that 
protective material wrapped around his whole belly? And did you see Sean Bean’s breastplate in last 
month’s Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief? Looks like they dipped a bodybuilder in 
gold, ripped off his torso and stuck it on Bean’s Zeus. 

Are we to assume that the burly armour is mimicking what we can’t see underneath? If so, it begs 
the question, is it only the muscular who deserve to be protected by such advanced technology? 
When will we see a breastplate with a potbelly and man boobs? I call discrimination. 

In “Oh My God,” page 36, Worthington does nothing to explain his iron-hard abs, but he does 
explain why he is not — and never will be — seen in a toga. 

Speaking of Gerard Butler, in “Drawn Together,” page 20, the man with the game-changing core 
and his old pal Craig Ferguson chat about their animated Viking movie How to Train Your Dragon. 

Why is everyone paying so much attention to Remember Me star Emilie de Ravin? Because she plays 
Robert Pattinson’s first post-Twilight love interest, that’s why. In “She’s the One,” page 28, de Ravin 
talks about her leading man. 

Atom Egoyan’s Chloe may take place in Toronto, but there aren’t many Canadian actors in it. In 
“Northern Exposure,” page 24, one of the film’s American stars, Amanda Seyfried, discusses the Egoyan 
experience. Meanwhile, Canadian actor Don McKellar travels to India to make Cooking With Stella. 
Read about his journey in “Food for Thought,” page 32. 
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1 Bunch of no-good hippies. 
Oh, that beard is for a role? 
And the child just had her face 
painted at a Farmer’s Market? 
Never mind. Jason Bateman and 
daughter Francesca share a bag 
of popcorn in L.A. 


[5] PHOTO BY SPLASH NEWS 


2 “Are they for us? Are they 
for us? Are they for us?” 
Ewan McGregor purchased this 
pretty bouquet at a Paris flower 
shop just before heading out 
forlunch. 


[5] PHOTO BY SPLASH NEWS 


3 Behind that scarf and 

that pucker and those 

sunglasses Is pop star 

Christina Aguilera on the 

L.A. set of her first movie, 

Burlesque. She plays a fiery 

dancer and, yes, there will be 

musical numbers. 


[5] PHOTO BY KEYSTONE PRESS 


4 So he does do his own 
stunts. We never believed 
him. (And for some reason, we 
still don’t.) Tom Cruise hangs 
from a harness thingy on the 
Long Beach, California, set of 
Knight and Day. The action- 
comedy co-stars Cameron Diaz 
and comes out this summer. 


[5] PHOTO BY CLINT BREWER/SPLASH NEWS 


5 “Anyone know a good 
dim sum place around 

here?” Bruce Willis films a scene 
for his upcoming comic-book 
adaptation, Red, in Toronto’s 
Chinatown. He plays a former 
black-ops agent who — wait for it 
— is pulled back into the action. 


[5] PHOTO BY MICHELLE LINDO/SPLASH NEWS 
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Polanksi builds his own Martha’s Vineyard. Plus, 


Helena Bonham Carter’s wig is between jobs 


TAKEN WITHA 9) 
GRAIN OFSYLT 


aturally, much 
of the press 
surrounding 
Roman Polanksi’s new 
thriller, The Ghost Writer, 
involves the fact he was 
making it when he was 
finally apprehended 
on that decades-old 
Statutory rape charge. 
(Polanski pled guilty in 
1978, then fled the U.S. 
before being sentenced. } 
But the film is interesting 
for another bit of trivia 
stemming from 
Polanksi's legal woes. 
Since moving to 
Europe, where he felt he 
could work without the 
threat of extradition, 
Polanksi has avoided 
making movies set in the 
United States. After all, 
he can't film there. On 
occasion, he'll take ona 
Script that’s set in the 
U.K. — another place he 
can't visit because of its 
extradition policy with 
the U.S. — as with 2005's 
Oliver Twist, which 
used the Czech Republic 


as a stand-in for Charles 
Dickens’ London. 

But the bulk of 
The Ghost Writer happens 
on Martha's Vineyard, 
that quintessentially 
American island just 
south of Cape Cod. Based 
on Robert Harris's novel 
The Ghost, the film sees 
the former British Prime 
Minister (Pierce Brosnan} 
and his ghost writer 
(Ewan McGregor] retreat 
to a Martha’s Vineyard 
mansion to complete the 
politician's biography. 

Fortunately for 
Polanski, there’s an 
island in Northern 
Germany that bears a 
striking resemblance to 
Martha’s Vineyard, and 
Sylt was happy to 
make room for the 
French/German/British 
Joint production. 


Like Martha’s Vineyard, 
Sylt is known for 
attracting a well-off 
clientele of tourists, 
seasonal residents and 
celebrities. Unlike 
Martha’s Vineyard (which 
didn't have its first 
European settlement 
until the 17th century), 
Sylt is home to a castle 
built in 1st-century BC 
and probably used for 
pagan worship. In fact, 
architecture Is one of the 
most noticeable ways 
Martha's Vineyard and 
Sylt diverge; the former 
known for its shingled, 
wind-battered Cape Cod 


Artifact 
THIS MONTH’S 
OBJET DE FILM > 


Top: Ewan McGregor 
and Olivia Williams film 
in Sylt. Below: The real 
Martha's Vineyard 


cottages, the latter for 
traditional, European- 
style thatched-roof 
Structures, many of 
which have stood for 
centuries. 

So The Ghost Writer's 
clapboard homes and 
shingled inns (or at least 
their facades) were 
assembled just for the 
production, while 
American flags, 

New England-stule fish- 
monger’s trucks, U.S. mail 
and newspaper boxes, 
and English signage 
were shipped to the 
island to complete the 
transformation. —MW 
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THE RED QUEEN’S WIG 


[5] MARTHAS VINEYARD PHOTO COURTESY WIKIPEDIA 
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t was while working at a Toronto bar between semesters 
at the Ontario College of Art that Floria Sigismondi first 
heard The Runaways. The raw power of that all-girl ’70s 
band stayed with the then budding artist/photographer, 
who went on to direct beautiful, and slightly disturbing, 
music videos for the likes of David Bowie, The White Stripes 
and Marilyn Manson. 

So when it came time to write and direct her first feature 
film, the Italian-born, Hamilton, Ontario-raised Sigismondi 
decided she wanted to tell the band’s story. The Runaways stars 
Kristen Stewart as guitarist Joan Jett and Dakota Fanning as lead 
singer Cherie Currie, and Sigismondi made sure to throw her two 
young actors into a’70s time warp. “Iimmersed them in research of 
the time, and when they saw how raw it was, they really embraced 
it,” says Sigismondi on the phone from L.A. “I wanted to make sure 
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they were rough around the edges, that was really important for me, 
like having bed-head, not running a brush through their hair. I’'d have 
to tell the hairdressers, ‘Stay away!’ 

“And no base, I wanted to see pimples. Sometimes we would add 
pimples, I just wanted it to feel very teenage, and very real, even to 
the extent of the way the girls plucked their eyebrows; back then, 
who had two of the same eyebrows |[laughs]|?” 

Sigismondi also had Fanning and Stewart sing their own vocals, 
and was adamant Fanning capture Currie’s rock-diva energy. “I put 
Dakota in front ofa band so she could see what it was like to have these 
massive amps behind her,” says Sigismondi. “You can be subtle as an 
actress, but as a performer you’ve really got to belt it out, you gotta 
really feel it, and I think that helped her because she was loud.” ἢ 
{ΠΠ{Π||Π||||Π||||Π|||||{||||Π|{||||{Π||{Π|||||{||||||||{Π||Π||||||{|||||||||{Π||Π||||||||||||{||{|||Π||{Π|Π|{ΠΠ|{ΠΠ||{ΠΠ|ΠΠ|{ΠΠ|||||] 

—Ingrid Randoja 
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Alice in Wonderland’s Tweedledee and Tweedledum (Matt Lucas), Alice (Mia Wasikowska) and the White Rabbit (Michael Sheen) 


It’s heaven-sent — weirdo 
director Tim Burton adapts 
Lewis Carroll’s whacked-out tale. 
The teenage Alice (newcomer 
Mia Wasikowska] literally runs 
away from an unwanted marriage 
proposal and falls down a rabbit 
hole that leads to Wonderland, 
the strange world she visited 
years ago. Burton assembles a 
Stellar cast to come out and play, 
including Johnny Depp as the 
Mad Hatter, Anne Hathaway as 
the White Queen, Michael Sheen 
as the White Rabbit and Helena 
Bonham Carter as the Red Queen. 


Ewan McGregor stars in director 
Roman Polanski's thriller about 
a ghost writer [McGregor] hired 
to complete the memoirs of a 
former British prime minister 
(Pierce Brosnan). Of course, 
having a writer poke around a 
powerful man’s past means he'll 
most certainly uncover some 
salacious details that were 
meant to remain secret. ops. 


This acclaimed French film 
focuses on 19-year-old Malik el 
Djebena (Tahar Rahim], who is 


sentenced to Six years ina 
French prison. During that time 
Malik rises up the ranks of the 
ruling prison gang until he 
becomes a trusted lieutenant to 
the prison kingpin, Cesar 

(Niels Arestrup]. 


Meet three Brooklyn cops — 
the soon-to-be retired Eddie 
(Richard Gere J, undercover 
narc Tango (Don Cheadle} 
and money-strapped Sal 
(Ethan Hawke} — whose 
very different career paths 
intersect with deadly results. 


Gere (left) and Hawke 


Green Zone’s Matt Damon 


This rom-com asks: Can an 
average-looking guy keep 

a smokin’ hot girlfriend ? 

Jay Baruchel plays Kirk Kettner, 
an airport security guard who 
hooks up with the beautiful 
Molly (Alice Eve}. Kirk’s 
insecurity over having sucha 
gorgeous gal-pal is exacerbated 
by his goofball friends who keep 
undermining him, and by Molly's 
ex, Jack (Mike Vogel], a fighter 
pilot who wants Molly back. 


Interracial couple Lucia Ramirez 
(America Ferrera] and Marcus 
Boyd (Lance Gross} want to have 
a stress-free wedding that 
celebrates both their Hispanic and 
African-American traditions. Too 
bad their respective dads (Carlos 
Mencia and Forest Whitaker) 
aren't digging the “Guess Who’s 
Coming to Dinner” vibe. 


Tag it “Bourne Does Iraq,” as 
director Paul Greengrass and 
Star Matt Damon — who teamed 
up for the last two Bourne flicks 
— reunite for this action pic 
about an army officer [Damon] 
Sent to find weapons of mass 
destruction in Iraq after the 
ousting of Saddam Hussein. He 
is also asked to find Elmer Fudd 
and Tweety Bird. 


Tyler (Robert Pattinson], a 
rebellious dude who despises 
his wealthy father (Pierce 
Brosnan}, breaks up a street 
brawl and is arrested by a no- 
nonsense cop (Chris Cooper). 
It takes the cop’s daughter, 
Ally (Emilie de Ravin], to 
break down Tuler’s Hamlet-like 
exterior. See Emilie de Ravin 
interview, page 28. 

continued 
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The Runaways’ rockers, from left, Cherie Currie (Dakota Fanning) and Joan Jett (Kristen Stewart] 


Prepare for sex, drugs and 
rock'n'roll — girl style — in this 
bio-pic of the 70s female band 
The Runaways, who smashed 
through rock's glass ceiling. 

A mullet-wearing Kristen Stewart 
plays the band’s lead guitarist, 
Joan Jett, and Dakota Fanning 
appears as lead singer 

Cherie Currie. Both Stewart and 
Fanning do their own singing in 
the film — and, reportedly, 
they're pretty good. 


Canadian diplomat Maya 

(Lisa Ray) arrives in New Delhi 
with her chef husband, Michael 
(Don McKellar), and their baby. 
While Maya's off at work, Michael 
Stays home, determined to learn 
to prepare authentic Indian 

food from their cook, Stella 
(Seema Biswas]. What he 
doesn't know is that Stella’s been 
pinching money, ingredients 
and anything else she needs 
from his pantry to run her 


own “duty free” shop. See 


Don McKellar interview, page 32. 


In anear-future, the sick can 
purchase healthy organs on 
credit. Problem is, when they 
can't pay up they get a visit from 
the repo man, who has no 
qualms about reclaiming the 
product right then and there. 
One such repo man (Jude Law) 
doesn't seem to show any 
remorse...until he’s the one 


follows a year in the life of 
seventh-grader Greg Heffley 
(Zachary Gordon), who's 
known for getting into 
Sticky situations with his 
dim-witted best friend, 
Rowley (Robert Capron]. 


Jennifer Aniston continues 
her rom-com run (Love 
Happens, He's Just Not That 
Into You) with this flick about 
a manly bounty hunter 
(Gerard Butler) sent to 
capture his ex-wife (Aniston], 
a journalist who's skipped bail 
and is on the run from 
mobsters who want her dead. 


Crusading medieval knight 
Behmen (Nicolas Cage] 
returns to Central Europe to 
find the countryside ravaged 
by the Black Plague. Church 
leaders believe a captured 
witch (Claire Foy} is to blame, 
and ask Behmen and his 
fellow knights to take her to 

a remote abbey where she 
will be rendered powerless. 
This is a road trip witchy 
woman doesn't want to make, 
so she works her black magic 
on her terrified captors. 


Ben Stiller as Greenberg's eponymous hero 


Writer/director Noah 
Baumbach [The Squid and 
the Whale} and his wife, actor 
Jennifer Jason Leigh, came 
up with this story about lazy, 
lost Roger Greenberg 

(Ben Stiller}, amanin his 40s 
whose life is going nowhere. 
While housesitting for his 
more successful younger 
brother (Chris Messina), 

he falls for a quirky woman 
(Greta Gerwig) and realizes 
his misanthropic, self-hating 
shtick has got to go. 


Four pals — John Cusack, 
Rob Corddry, Craig Robinson 
and Clark Duke — head to 
their favourite ski resort fora 
wild weekend, which sadly 
peaks with them hanging out 
together in a hot tub. When 


they awake the next morning, 
they discover they've been 
transported back to 1986, giving 
them a chance to get back in 
touch with their inner party 
animals and obliterate their best 
Tetris scores. 


Based on the series of children’s 
books by Cressida Cowell, this 3D 
animated pic is set in a Viking land 
where dragons and Norsemen are 
enemies. Hiccup (Jay Baruchel], 
the son of the Viking’s chieftain 
(Gerard Butler) disobeys his 
teacher’s (Craig Ferguson) 
instructions by capturing, 
instead of killing, a young 
dragon. But Hiccup’s compassion 
could save his people as he 
realizes dragons aren't So 

fierce after all. See Gerard Butler 
and Craig Ferguson interview, 
page 20. continued 


Hiccup and his dragon in How to Train Your Dragon 
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Chloe’s Amanda Seyfried (left) and Julianne Moore 


Chloe 


From the coolly detached mind 
of Canadian filmmaker 

Atom Egoyan comes this tale 

of seduction. Catherine 
(Julianne Moore} suspects her 
husband, David (Liam Neeson], 
is cheating, So to get the goods 
on him, she hires a young escort 
named Chloe (Amanda Seyfried ] 
to seduce him and report back 
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about what the pair do together. 
See Amanda Seyfried interview, 
page 24. 


The Rebound 


Recently divorced Sandy 
(Catherine Zeta-Jones] moves 
to New York and hires 25-year- 
old Aram (Justin Bartha] to be 
the nanny to her two kids. Sparks 
fly, and Sandy and Aram can't 


oa« | 


keep their hands off each other. 
But what was meant to bea 
rebound affair for Sandy develops 
into an unlikely romance. 


Mother 

Korean director Joon-Ho Bong’s 
(The Host} psychological thriller 
finds a mentally challenged man 
(Bin Won) arrested for the brutal 
murder of a teenage girl. His 
protective mother (Kim Hye-ja) 
believes her son is innocent, 
and is prepared to do anything 
to find the real killer. 


Waking Sleeping Beauty 
Long-time Disney producer 

Don Hahn traces the rise of 
Disney's animation studio, from 
its days as a dying dynasty in the 
70s and’80s to its resurgence 
with such hits as Beauty and the 
Beast and The Lion King. 


City Island 

On City Island in The Bronx lives 
the very screwed-up Rizzo 
family. Dad Vince (Andy Garcia} 
is a prison guard who dreams of 
being an actor, daughter Vivian 
(Dominik Garcia-Lorido} 
pretends to be in college while 
really a stripper, and mom Joyce 
(Julianna Margulies) suspects 
her man’s having an affair. 


The Last Song 
Teenager Ronnie Miller 
(Miley Cyrus) and her little 
brother (Bobby Coleman] 


spend the summer with their 
estranged father (Greg Kinnear] 
on Tybee Island, off the coast 

of Georgia. Ronnie, a talented 
musician, Is all bitter and 
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OSCAR SHORTS 
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CARMEN 
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resentful towards her dad 
and life in general, but her 
attitude becomes decidedly 
more positive after she 
meets a hunky local guy, 


played by Liam Hemsworth, 


who also happens to be 
Cyrus's real-life main 
Squeeze. 
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HOW FAR WILL YOU GO 


The hunt is on for the Origami Killer, named after his calling card of leaving folded paper shapes on victims. 
Four characters, each with their own motives, take part in a desperate attempt to stop the killer from claiming a new victim 


ςς Only On PlayStation. 


wr + 


“May well be the most technically 
impressive game the PS3 will 


see this year.” — IGN.com 


MATURE 17+ 


Liam Hemsworth and Miley Cyrus in The Last Song 
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PlayStation 


All release dates are subject to change. 


εἴθ. PlayStation. quanticaijream εἰ. 


© 2009 Sony Computer Entertainment Europe. Developed by Quantic Dream. Heavy Rain is a trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment Europe. All rights reserved. 
“PlayStation” and the “PS" Family logo are registered trademarks and “PS3" is a trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. 
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Fellow Scots 

and 

have 

been pals for more 
than two decades. 

But it took How to 
Train Your Dragon, 
an animated movie 

about Vikings and 

dragons, to bring 

them together 

on screen 


INGRID RANDOJA 


erard Butler’s fierceness may 
have frightened the Persians 
in 300, but good luck getting 
the actor to remain serious 
during an interview. 
The 40-year-old Scottish heartthrob, 
and his co-star Craig Ferguson, are on the 
phone from Los Angeles to chat about 
their animated kids flick How to Train 
Your Dragon, which opens this month 
along with Butler’s other movie, the 
action/rom-com The Bounty Hunter, 
which co-stars Jennifer Aniston. 


Gerard Butler alongside his animated character, Stoick 
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How to Train Your Dragon is based on the book by Cressida Cowell 
and casts Butler as the Viking Stoick, chieftain of the Hairy Hooligans. 
The Vikings live in fear of the dragons who attack them, but when 
Stoick’s son, Hiccup (Jay Baruchel), befriends a dragon named Toothless, 
he sets out to change the Vikings’ — and especially his father’s — way 
of thinking. 

What you need to understand about Butler is that he loves to tell 
very funny and very self-deprecating stories to the press about his 
misspent early years as a roaring drunk (he’s been sober for the past 10 
years), playing in a rock band, working as a carny and failing as a 
lawyer (he was fired from a law firm a week before earning his license). 

His goofy side really lets loose during this interview because he’s 
paired with late-night TV talk show host Ferguson (who plays Gobber 
the dragon-fighting instructor), a fellow Scotsman and Butler’s good 
friend for the past 25 years. Put these two in the same room and 
giggling and silliness ensue. 

Asked why they were good choices to voice Vikings, Ferguson 
explains, “I’m great at fighting and Gerry’s a drunk.” Butler expands 
the thought with, “I think we’re both big, burly, loud, obnoxious 
Scotsmen, and that puts us in a perfect position to play big, burly, 
violent, drunken Vikings.” 


“We have a 
lot of Viking 
blood in 
Scotland, 
especially up 
north,” says 
Ferguson. 
“Wherever you 
Be ou see a 
astic Viking 
fitting outside 
a shop” 


Butler may be a wee bit harsh when it comes to describing the 
movie’s kid-friendly Vikings. His character, Stoick, isn’t entirely the 
burn and pillage type. 

“Really, he has a great warrior spirit and feels responsible for his 
people, for the village,” says Butler. “He’s all about sticking to tradition 
and the values of the Vikings, and his best friend, Gobber, is played by 
Mr. Craig Ferguson here.” 

“Who’s kind of his lackey,” Ferguson chimes in. “Gerry’s the main 
one, and I’m his lackey.” 

According to Ferguson, it just makes sense to cast two Scots as 
Vikings since Viking culture is alive and well in today’s Scotland. 

“We do have a history in literature of Vikings, and we have a lot of 
Viking blood in Scotland, especially up north. Wherever you go you see 
a plastic Viking sitting outside a shop and Viking calendars, and that’s 
because they came down and stole all our chicks, and then some of 
them didn’t quite get back and ended up settling down here. So 
there’s a lot of Viking blood in Scotland.” 

Looking over Butler’s resume you see that “animated feature” is 
pretty much the only genre the actor hasn’t taken for a spin. 

His versatility is what makes him one of Hollywood’s most 
sought-after actors — he’s believable as a ripped continued 
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mmm Hiccup (voiced by 
Jay Baruchel) goes for a ride 
in How to Train Your Dragon 
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“2.39.9 Spartan king (300), a sensitive, guitar-playing dead husband (PS. I 
Love You), a gun-toting London gangster (RocknRolla), a deformed 
singing romantic (The Phantom of the Opera) and Abigail Breslin’s dad 
(Nim’s Island). Voicing a cartoon character is long overdue. 

“You know, I’ve never done an animated movie before,” says 
Butler, “so it just seemed like a lot of fun for me to get involved in this 


CONNECTION 


fantastic, mythical world and to take on these charismatic Vikings, : Gerard Butler’s sexy Scottish brogue is a byproduct of growing 
and just to have a lot of fun with it. 3 up mostly in Paisley, located on the outskirts of Glasgow. We 

“And I already played a Viking in a movie called Beowulf & Grendel, : say mostly because for a brief period of his childhood Butler 
and I did a dragon movie called Reign of Fire.” ε lived here in Canada — Montreal, to be exact. 

Standing in front of a microphone ina bare recording studiocanbe | Butler’s parents, Edward and Margaret, immigrated to 
challenging for actors since they have to visualize a make-believe , Montreal with their kids Brian, Lynn and Gerard in 1970, when 
world they can’t see, but is it really that different than making CGI: Gerard was just six months old. Edward, a fun-loving bookie 
films that have actors standing in front of a giant greenorblue screen? : (who at one time owned five betting shops in Glasgow) tried 
Butler’s experience in 300 helped him prepare for this performance. : his hand at various business ventures, all of which failed. So, 

“You know what, there isn’t a huge amount of difference between | just 18 months after arriving, Margaret went back to Scotland 
the roles,” says Butler, “because both roles require using your : with the kids, leaving Edward behind. 
imagination a little bit, because you’re not really in the world that ; Butler didn’t see his father again until he was 16, and after 
you’re supposed to be in. : their reunion he cried for hours. In 2009 he told The Daily 

“So, you use your imagination and then, also, you just kind of let: Telegraph, “That emotion showed me how much pain can sit in 
go and trust that what you’re saying is going to be interesting and , this body of yours; pain and sorrow that you don’t know you 
appropriate. You just trust, and also I often look to Craig and say, : have until it is unleashed.” 

‘What’s he doing? I’m going to try some of that.” ξ Father and son eventually reconciled and became close. But 

“I just keep talking and hope something happens that doesn’t get , when Butler was just 22, Edward was diagnosed with terminal 
me fired,” jokes Ferguson. [ἢ cancer and Butler returned to Canada once more — Toronto this 


ΠΣ time — to spend time with his father before he passed away. —IR 
Ingrid Randoja is the deputy editor of Famous. 
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INTERVIEW ΑΜΑΝΌΑ SEYFRIED 


EXPOSURE 


had to come to all the way to 

Canada, and work with Atom Egoyan, to al er 
first edgy film role—a young prostitute in Chloe. 
And now that she’s revealed so much of herself (as an 
actor, of course) she says it’ll be hard to go back to 
teen flicks and TOM-COMS «ὁ sy véRONIQUE ALARIE 


M 


‘cn 


manda Seyfried sits down for her interview during the 

Toronto International Film Festival and you’re struck by 

one thing — deep blue eyes, fringed with impossibly 

long eyelashes. You’re practically transfixed. Which 

is funny, because when Seyfried walked into the 

room a few seconds earlier it would have been easy 

to miss her altogether. Surrounded by a gang of 

publicists tapping away on their BlackBerrys, 

the petite 24-year-old was hardly noticeable 

at all. But now here she is, pretty (as a child 

she modelled for the Wilhelmina agency) 

and a little bit shy. She says, “Hello,” in a 

gentle voice, almost a whisper, and you can tell that the star of 

Mean Girls, Mamma Mia!, Dear John and Jennifer’s Body still isn’t 
completely comfortable doing interviews. 

Fortunately, the Pennsylvania native’s face lights up when she finds 
out this story will be published in Quebec. “Is that so? Montreal is my 
favourite city,” she says. “That was my ex-boyfriend’s hometown and 
I went often. It’s a gorgeous city. I would just love to speak French.” 

Ah, a connection. Perfect. And we start to talk about Chloe, Canadian 
director Atom Egoyan’s latest. Seyfried plays the title role, a young 
escort hired by a seemingly self-assured doctor named Catherine 
(Julianne Moore) to test her husband David’s (Liam Neeson) loyalty. 
(This was the film Neeson was shooting in Toronto when his wife, 
actor Natasha Richardson, died after a freak skiing accident in Quebec.) 

Taking directions from Catherine, Chloe tries to seduce David and 
then reports back to Catherine on their encounters. Not exactly a 
romantic vision of marriage but young Seyfried (who’s dating her 
Mamma Mia! co-star Dominic Cooper) already has a pretty utilitarian 
view of the institution. “Well, I know that a marriage is not to be 
taken lightly,” she begins. “It’s acompletely serious § continued 
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From left: Amanda Seyfried, Atom Egoyan and Julianne Moore 


>>> partnership, and it scares me because I think a lot of people these days 


get married for no reason other than that they love their partner. But 
I don’t think that’s enough at all. 

“And clearly you can see that what these characters have, this mar- 
riage, is something that they didn’t come into lightly and they havea 
really solid relationship, but it’s not seamless,” she continues. “I think 
it must be confusing after being with someone for so long and no 
longer feeling desired, no longer feeling like a team. It’s gotta be scary.” 

Being young, fragile and a little bit unstable, Chloe quickly becomes 
obsessed with Catherine’s family. Seyfried, whose movie and TV 
roles have usually veered toward rom-coms and teen flicks, says that 
instability is what made the role so appealing. “The whole character 
was a complex nightmare,” she says. “It’s what I always wanted. I 
needed that role because I’ve been playing myself so much — of 
course, you put some of yourself in every character, it’s what most 
actors do. But this was like I needed to prove to myself that I wasn’t 
just that, that I could play a real character that I didn’t understand. 
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TORONTO- 
CENTRIC 


There’s Amanda Seyfried, walking 
down College Street, having just 
passed the Royal theatre. 

As the Now magazine box says, 
“Everything Toronto” —TIC stop, 
Toronto Sun box, even those crusty 
mounds of sidewalk ice. (Those 
ain’t chicken feathers. ) 

“Every shot is dedicated to this 
city,” Seyfried, who also made her 
2004 breakout film Mean Girls in the 
city, says during an interview at the 
Toronto International Film Festival. 
“I’ve never seen a movie set in 
Toronto so much. It’s so cool because 
we didn’t have to mask it for anything 
else.” Which, she says, was a 
welcome change. “Nothing’s made 
up, everything feels more genuine, 
more honest to the audience. With 
movies, there are a lot of masks 
over everything. You have to make 
up your own city and your own 
neighbourhoods and your own 
characters, whereas this is just the 
character and the story and that’s it.” 


And I didn’t understand her, and that scared the sh-t out of me.” 

Egoyan helped Seyfried through her fear, giving her advice 
before every scene. “He really challenged me,” says Seyfried. “He 
made me think about it night and day, andI’m not big on preparing 
because...I guess I’m just lazy [laughs]. I think I’m too scared to 
give anything too much thought because then I am kind of obsessive 
with myself.” 

Then there were her co-stars. “Liam, oh my God, he’s amazing,” 
she says. “You can’t take your eyes off of him, he’s a deep, deep 
well of things going on.... The only worries I had when I was 
working with [Neeson and Moore] is that they didn’t think I was 
good enough orI wasn’t giving them enough.” 

As impressed as she is with Neeson, it’s her scenes with Moore 
that everyone’s talking about — in particular, a steamy sex scene in 
which both women are completely nude. “It was very technical and 
very uncomfortable, physically uncomfortable,” recalls Seyfried. 
“You're afraid what the other actor’s thinking, you’re afraid that 
your insecurities are getting in the way of the shot looking right, 
you don’t feel like you can really see it from the outside perspective. 
It’s very nerve-wracking, definitely. But I’ve gotta say, I think it’s 
pretty balanced — the character compared to the actual intimate 
scenes. But Julianne made it really easy. We giggled a lot.” 

As for the future, the actor says Chloe changed the type of role 
she wants to tackle. “You shouldn’t do films like that all the time 
because it can affect you in ways that you don’t want it to, and it 
hangs around,” she says, “but the rewards are so worth it.” Gi 
ΠΠΠ{ΠΠ1|{ΠΠ||Π||||||1||||||{||||{||||Π|||Π||{1|||||{Π|||{Π||{Π||||||||{|||Π||{||{Π|{ΠΠ|{ΠΠ||{|||||{Π|{Π|||{Π||{||{Π|{{Π||{ΠΠ||Π||||] 
Véronique Alarie is the deputy editor of Famous Québec. 
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It’s a big deal to be cast as 

Robert Pattinson’s first post- 
Twilight love interest, right? 

Tell that to 

who didn’t even realize he was 
Remember Me’s leading man until 
after she was hooked ee sy marni WEIsz 


t’s as ifEmilie de Ravin’s been stranded on a desert island 
for the past few years. How else can you explain the 
Australian actor’s complete naiveté about what she was 
getting into when she signed up for the romantic drama 
Remember Me...opposite Twilight’s Robert Pattinson? 

“I, sort of, I guess I’d sort of heard about [Twilight],” the 
28-year-old explains over the phone from her L.A. home. 
“But not being actively involved, you know, when it 
doesn’t affect you, you're sort of out of the loop.” Uh, sure. 

To be fair, de Ravin was actually stranded on a desert 
island before she signed onto Remember Me last spring — 


caught up in her own pop-culture phenomenon, TV’s supernatural 
plane-crash drama Lost. She plays Claire, the young Australian who 
gave birth in the show’s first season, disappeared in the fourth season, 
but comes back — “in a very unexpected fashion,” she says —in the 
show’s sixth and final season, which is now airing. 

And, it’s true, she did sign onto Remember Me late, just a couple of 
weeks before shooting began. “They originally had been looking for 
anyone but someone like me — the character was originally written 
Latina — so it was quite last minute that I signed on to this, and then 
it was this whirlwind from there,” she says. That whirlwind involved 
paparazzi pics of every touch she and Pattinson shared continued 
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Emilie de Ravin snuggles her angst-ridden leading man Robert Pattinson in Remember Me 
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on set, which were then splashed across the web, and the inevitable 
rumours the pair was involved off-screen, too. 

Still, it’s not like Pattinson signed on at the last minute. He’d been 
attached from the get-go. “I didn’t know that when I read it,” says 
de Ravin. “I just fell in love with the script.” 

That script follows the unlikely romance between angst-ridden 
New Yorker Tyler (Pattinson, channelling James Dean in Rebel Without 
a Cause) and Ally (de Ravin), a girl with her own set of problems. Their 
relationship starts out on a dare after poor, misunderstood Tyler is 
arrested for mouthing off to a cop following a street fight. The real 
story is that Tyler was just coming to the aid of a guy in trouble, of 
course, but Officer Craig (Chris Cooper) doesn’t see it that way. So to 
get back at the cop, Tyler hits on his pretty daughter, and one thing 
leads to another, fireworks alight, breathing becomes laboured and 
a tortured romance blooms. Perfect. 

“It’s basically a romantic tragedy,” says de Ravin. “It focuses a lot 
on family, the importance of living life to the fullest and realizing 
how important every moment is with the people you love.” 

De Ravin became the first woman Pattinson would love — on 
screen, anyway — since falling for Twilight’s moody human Bella 
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COMING 
TO AMERICA 


In the production notes, 
Remember Meis called “ALove 
Letter to New York,” and yet 
four of the film’s principal 
actors —Emilie de Ravin, 
Robert Pattinson, and the 
actors who play Pattinson’s 
parents, Pierce Brosnan and 
Lena Olin — are from overseas. 
De Ravin is Australian, Pattinson 
is English, Brosnanis Irish and 
Olin is Swedish. Is matching an 
actor’s natural accent to that of 
their character really that far 
down the list of casting criteria? 
“| think it’s more about 
what we bring to the role,” says 
de Ravin, “and dialect is — for 
me, anyway, because | usually 
do end up having to do some 
kind of accent in my work, 
except for Lost — it just 
becomes another layer to the 
character. | actually love it 
because it removes you even 
more from yourself into creating 
this other person.” —MW 


(Kristen Stewart). Which meant fans, paparazzi and the gossip rags 
were going to be unusually interested in this little film. The cast 
and crew were surrounded by swarms of onlookers throughout 
the production, and since they were filming on the streets of 
New York, instead of some cozy, sequestered studio, the frenzy was 
almost impossible to control — making it hard to stay focused. 

“I remember Rob and I were rehearsing a scene at night and we 
were walking around so it was very accessible for people, and 
photographers, to be filming and taking pictures,” says de Ravin. 
“We just sort of stopped and said, ‘Do you know what we’re doing 
right now?’ You become so self-conscious of what’s going on 
around you, and all these eyes on you, that you forget — ‘What 
scene are we doing again?’” 

As for the unconfirmed rumours that de Ravin was romantically 
involved with Pattinson during the shoot (despite the uncon- 
firmed rumours that Pattinson is involved with his Twilight leading 
lady Stewart; and the unconfirmed rumours that de Ravin reunited 
with her estranged husband, American actor Josh Janowicz), 
de Ravin declines comment. 

“Tjust really don’t read any of that stuff and prefer not to talk about 
it because it’s not part of my job and not why I’m doing this,” she 
says. “People write what they want in the tabloid world. It doesn’t 
matter what you say, it’s probably more interesting, the things they 
write up, because my life’s really not that interesting [laughs].” ΠΕ 
ΠΠΠ{Π|||||||||||||||||||||||||||Π|||||{|||||||{|||{||{||Π||{||{||||||||||Π|||||Π|||||||{ΠΠ||{|||||{Π||Π|{ΠΠ||{ΠΠ|{ΠΠ|ΠΠ|||] 
Marni Weisz is the editor of Famous. 


ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE 


A CAREER NOWHERE 
NEAR ORDINARY 
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on McKellar chose his latest movie, Cooking With 
Stella, because — despite being a comedy — it 
made him pretty uncomfortable. 

Directed by Dilip Mehta, brother of noted 
Canadian filmmaker Deepa Mehta (Water), and 
co-written by the siblings, the film follows 
Canadian couple Michael and Maya (McKellar 
and Lisa Ray) who move to Delhi when she gets 
ajob at the Canadian High Commission. His plan is to stay home, take 
care of their baby and learn to cook Indian food so he can open an 
Indian fusion restaurant when he returns to Canada. So he asks their 
servant Stella (Seema Biswas) to teach him to cook her magical dishes. 
What Michael doesn’t know is that Stella is a master manipulator 
who always has a scam, or two, or 10, on the go, and the rest of the 
household’s help are happy to join in. Which is where McKellar’s dis- 
comfort — and that of many Canadian viewers, we presume — kicks 
in. As light as the story is, it’s hard not to have mixed feelings about a 
film that depicts all its domestic servants as liars, cheats and thieves. 
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felt the same way...and it’s precisely 
why he wanted to make Cooking With Stella 


Seema Biswas (centre, left) 


and Don McKellar 
=a negotiate the market in 
== ~— Cooking With Stella 


e you uncomfortable’ 


BY MARNI WEISZ 


But that, McKellar says, is what makes the project so interesting. 

The actor was at his home in Toronto’s Little Italy when we 
spoke about political correctness, white liberal guilt and that car 
accident that really, really wasn’t his fault. 


The producers are calling Cooking With Stella “social satire.” 
Do you agree with that? 
A: “Yes, I suppose. When I read the script I felt the whole issue of 
servants is something that we in Canada are interested in and 
uncomfortable with. Iam uncomfortable with it, and other people 
that I talk to, too, because we have this idea of an egalitarian, 
multicultural society.” 


Yes, this movie taps into our white liberal guilt on many levels. 
A: “I think it’s something very interesting in that way. I’d never 
been to India before but I’d been to many other countries where 
you're given a staff. I don’t even like it in fancy hotels in L.A. where 
I have an over-attentive butler or shopkeeper.” continued 
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Get more from your everyday purchases with a SCENE ScotiaCard. 
The more you use your debit card, the more SCENE points you earn 
for FREE Movies and more.” 
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And yet, in the film, Stella explains that the servants are 
uncomfortable when their “masters” try to befriend them. 
A: “It’s true that you can often cause more trouble by trying to be 
helpful, by trying to break down [barriers]. 1 know that in India, with 
my driver I would often say, ‘Here, come and have dinner with me,’ 
and then I would realize that he doesn’t want to be my friend 
[laughs]. I’m actually taxing him by being friendly, in a way. Like, you 
wouldn't do that here with the guy who came to fix your furnace.” 


Another layer of discomfort is that the servants in this film 
are — without exception — depicted as liars, cheats and thieves. 
A: “Yes, it’s politically incorrect, which appealed to me.” 


How so? 

A: “Well, because there is injustice in that class division. It’s deep, 
and it’s colonial history, and it’s there, and to pretend that it’s all fine 
and there’s no resentment and that there’s no corruption in that 
system is a bit naive. It’s systemic.... You can’t blame people; you’re 
forced to accept that that’s part of the culture. It doesn’t mean that 
they’re corrupt; it means that you’re rich and they’re not. It means 
that you have money and they don’t.” 


You had a car accident while shooting a scene in which your 

character was driving through Delhi. What happened? 

A: “Okay, this is the wayI recall it....1 didn’t want to drive while acting, 
particularly in this one scene where he’s driving on the wrong side of 
the road, so they got a driving double for me.... They were proud to 
get him because he sort of looked like me; he was Indian but he had 
a beard and was my height and they thought they could pull it off. 
But they based it on his appearance, not so much his skills as a driver. 
For instance, he told me that he hadn’t ever driven a car before 
[laughs]. He’d driven his father’s car or something. So I said, ‘Well, 
maybe this isn’t a good idea.’ So after his first job with the guy, the 
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WITH STELLA 
HITS THEATRES 
MARCH 195 


mm Cooking With Stella’s Maya (Lisa Ray) and Michael (Don McKellar) share a moment with baby Zara (Alexiane Perrault) 


[director of photography] came back white-faced and said, ‘Maybe 
Don, you'd better do it.’ So we had a car rig — it was Dilip’s car by the 
way — the rig was a bar attaching the car to the camera car. So the 
camera car was in front of us with a bar off to the side, so I wasn’t 
supposed to drive. Well, we were driving along and at the stunt point 
the bar actually broke and we went careening into the camera car.” 


So it wasn’t your fault at all. 
A: “I’m really trying to make it clear that it was not my fault 
[laughs]. I was not in control of the car. And in the end, I just drove 
[the car] normally.” 


The first paragraph of your bio on Wikipedia uses the word 

ubiquitous. How do you feel about that? 

A: “Well, people always say that. I’m selective. There are a lot of 
things I don’t do. I mean, it’s funny; I think it’s mainly because it’s 
a small industry in Canada and it seems like I’m everywhere and 
maybe the films that I do are a higher profile than some. But I’m 
working, it’s not a bad thing. Sometimes I feel like people say, 
‘You’re everywhere, you’re overexposed.’ Well, I don’t do more 
films, for instance, than most American actors, but it’s a small 
industry so it seems like more in proportion.” 


That’s true. Someone like Matt Damon does three films a year. 
A: “Yeah, andI don’t do more than that. But I write too, and I direct 
and there was my Broadway musical so maybe that’s part of it, 
because it seems like different sections of the newspaper.” 


Now that you’ve worked with the Mehtas, are there any other 
Canadian directors you haven't worked with but would like to? 
A: “Hmmm... I’m still waiting for Norman Jewison’s call.” ἢ 
ΠΠΠ{ΠΠ||Π||Π||||1||||||{|Π||{|||||||Π||{1||Π||{Π|||{ΠΠ|Π|{ΠΠ|||||||{|||{Π|Π|{ΠΠΠ|{ΠΠ|{||||{Π||{ΠΠ|Π|{ΠΠ|||ΠΠΠ{ΠΠ|{ΠΠ|ΠΠ||||] 
Marni Weisz is the editor of Famous. 
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Who'd even heard of 

a year ago? 
Now the Aussie actor’s starred in 
the highest-grossing movie of all- 
time (yes, that would be Avatar) and 
is about to become a Greek god in 
the remake of Clash of the Titans. 
Well, half-god, dnYWdy sy Bop sTRAUSS 


ik f/ 


This picture: Sam Worthington as Clash of the Titans’ sword-wielding demigod Perseus. Top right: Perseus in action with Sheikh Suleiman (lan Whyte) 
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CLASHOF ἢ 
THE TITANS 


hen you’ve just been a huge 


part of the most popular new 2 
' was on Terminator,” says the Australian tough guy, who made his first 
' big splash on this side of the Pacific in last year’s Terminator Salvation. 
If you’re Sam Worthington, 2 
: talthan the original. There’s no togas...well, there’s very little togas. 


mythology of the 21st century, 
what do you do next? 


you rewind some 2,500 years and 


take on the classics. The star of 2 
: Louie’s a very good action director, so it’s extremely exciting and big.” 


Avatar returns this month in Clash of the Titans, a remake of the 1981 
movie about Perseus, the half-human/half-god Greek hero. 
“Who wouldn’t want to run around in a dress and kill the Kraken?” 


Ι ᾿ 
Bal wy et ᾿ 


2 a ruler! My girlfriend was looking at me like I was nuts. She said, 
: ‘This is the one you’ve gotta do.” 


Okay, maybe Clash isn’t exactly The Iliad. But Worthington prom- 


: ises that the new take from French action director Louis Leterrier 
: (The Incredible Hulk, Transporter 2) will be much more muscular than 
: the previous film, which featured Harry Hamlin as a Perseus who 
' looked like he just stepped out of an ancient salon. 


“Two weeks into filming it, I was more bruised and battered than I 


“We took on the Medusa, we took on the witches! It’s a bit more bru- 
Actually, I don’t wear a toga; sorry, I told Louie I just can’t do it. And 


Worthington gives a hearty Down Under snort when asked if he’s 


: playing Perseus any differently than Hamlin. 
Worthington asks during a boisterous interview in Beverly Hills. : 
“IT read the script and was jumping up and down on the bed with 2 


“Oh, they’re exactly the same,” he quips. “I had a take on it that I 
gave Louie and the studio, and they were mad enough to let me see 
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From left: Worthington as ἣ } 
Perseus, Hans Matheson as 
Ixas, Whute’s Sheikh Suleiman, . ᾿ 
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>>> ifIcould do it. It’s hard for me to discuss that. I still need to see it to 


know if the take is going to work.” 

If Worthington’s past experience is any indication, trying some- 
thing new and daring ought to pay off handsomely. Born in England 
and raised in the Perth, Australia, suburb of Rockingham, he was 
just making his way as a young labourer when love stepped in and 
changed his life. 


“I was a bricklayer, I built houses,” he recalls. “Never wanted to 
act. I was 19,1 met a young girl who auditioned for the premier 
drama school. I auditioned with her out of moral support, to cheer 
her along. I got in, she didn’t.” 
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Ain’t love grand? 

“She dumped me a week later,” says 
Worthington with a shrug. 

But he applied himself to the new disci- 
pline, even though he started out with 
about as much knowledge of theatre as 
Jake Sully has of the planet Pandora at the 
beginning of Avatar. 

“I didn’t know what wings on a stage 
were,” he confesses. “I thought Chekhov 
was on the Starship Enterprise, I had no 
idea he wrote plays. So I was astonished 
and took everything in. And you finish your 
sentence after three years, they release you for good behaviour if you’re 
lucky, and then you go and work and you learn how to act. I’m still an 
infant in this after 10 years. I just did as much as I could in my own 
country 501 could sit in a room in [Hollywood] and offer something.” 

That included roles in such Aussie films as the stomp-dance spec- 
tacular Bootmen, the internationally acclaimed Somersault and an 
update of Macbeth set in the Melbourne underworld, as well as notable 
stage and TV work. It was enough to bring him to the attention of 
James Cameron when he was casting about for Sully, the paraplegic 
human soldier who would find freedom, love and new purpose in the 
bioengineered body of a blue Pandoran Na’vi. 
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Work on that part-live, part-motion-capture performance began four 
years ago. Worthington packed up for the gig and never looked back. 

“It’s been non-stop since 2006, when Avatar started,” he says. “I’ve 
got two bags. I’ve got a bag of books and a bag of clothes. I sold 
everything else before I went into Avatar. The last four years I’ve been 
going back-to-back-to-back on jobs. So I’ve been living in hotels. Just 
kept the books that kind of inspire me and I’ve read over the years 
and I can’t remember.” 

There have been a few disappointments along the way. Worthington 
was up for the James Bond reboot that went to Daniel Craig, and he re- 
cently lost the role of comic-book hero Green Lantern to Ryan Reynolds. 

But trust us, he’s not hurting. The actor has two serious films — 
the relationship drama Last Night with Keira Knightley and the Nazi- 
hunter thriller The Debt with Helen Mirren — awaiting release. And 
he’s confident he’s ready for the premium offers that will come his 
way in the wake of Avatar’s record-breaking popularity. 

“I pick because of the director,” Worthington says. “And because 
you’re working with him, my job is to facilitate his vision. And the 
second thing is, would I go see the movie? Why work on something 
for four to 13 months that you wouldn’t go and see? That would be 
ridiculous.” 

About the only thing he has to worry about is keeping his perspec- 
tive after headlining the biggest box-office success in history. Is he 
arrogant to think that’s not going to be a problem? 

“If this happened when! was 22, it would bea bit overwhelming,” 
Worthington acknowledges. “But I’m 33, I kind of know wholam. So! 
just jet around, which is okay as long as it doesn’t affect my work. If 
I keep producing work ofa certain quality that keeps me in the game, 
then I’m okay. As soon as it starts affecting what I can achieve and I feel 
that I’ve got nothing left to offer, then I’ll go back to bricklaying.” Hi 
{Π{ΠΠ|{Π|||||||||||||||||{1|||||||Π||{||||{1|{Π||{||||{||Π||{|||{1|||||||||Π||||||Π|{Π|{|||{||{Π||Π||{||{||{Π||||||Π||{ΠΠ|Π||||Π|Π|||| 
Bob Strauss lives in L.A. where he writes about movies and filmmakers. 
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Dakota Fanning (left) 
and Kristen Stewart 
lead the tough-girl 
trend in this month's 
The Runaways 


Where are the frills, flowers 
and feminine foundations of 
SEASONS GONE DY? eo ay u1za HERZ 


ack in the day, say 2008, spring was all about shucking off those heavy 
winter boots and getting back into the girl clothes — heels, shorter skirts 
— and all in soft, pretty colours. But give a girl a leather jacket and a pair 
of Frye boots and she may not ever want to take them off. 

Last fall’s Tough Girl is still around this spring and she is not leaving. 
Of course, there are spring trends — pastels, bright colours, exuberant prints 
— but all of them are worn by our feisty friend, and all are worn with 
attitude...and some serious shoes. 

And for skeptics, we leave it to the movies to provide a tutorial. This month sees the 
release of The Runaways about rock pioneers Joan Jett and Cherie Currie, who showed 
the world that some girls know the value of a good guitar lick and a pounding bass line. 
And who plays these little toughies? Twilight’s dark and moody Kristen Stewart and 
all grow’d up pixie Dakota Fanning. We predict that even the Twihards will be coveting 
black leather jackets and ’70s shag haircuts. Okay, maybe just the jackets. 
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MAD MAXINE 


From leather hoodies 

at Balenciaga to leather 
biker gear paired 

with bare skin at 

Ann Demeulemeester, 
the future looks scary 
indeed. Balmain’s 
Christophe Decarnin 
continues his futuristic 
vision of exaggerated 
shoulders and shredded 
tops in inky darks or 
dirty pales like the outfit 
shown here. Even his 
body-conscious little 
cocktaildressisa 
shredded, sequined 80s 
number perfect fora 
post-apocalyptic world. 


FRESH 
AND WILD 
A big print can be 
exuberant like 

Dries van Noten’s bold 
graphic patterns or 
menacing like the late 
Alexander McQueen's 
multihued aggressive 
reptile prints. But this 
spring our tough girl 
pravitates toward the 
cooler-than-thou vibe of 
Proenza Schouler’s blue 
and green and acid 
yellow abstract animal 
prints (seen here], 
accessorized with “don't 
look at me” oversized 
dark glasses. 
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continued — 


>>> CANDY FLOSS 


The girl who wears this spring’s muddied pinks 
and blues and soft stones (Calvin Klein, seen 
here], pistachios, nudes and minty greens 
(Burberry) or muted and embellished beiges 
and smokes (Alberta Ferretti] may look 
ethereal and waiflike, but any girly-ness Is 
tempered by this season's must-have shoe — a 


multi-strapped, chunky pale platform or wedge. 
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BOLD COLOUR 

Bold solid colors call attention to the wearer, 
50 don't wear one on a day you feel like hiding. 
And whether you choose a bold block of colour, 
like this spare and streamlined Rachel Roy 
dress that positively vibrates with light, or opt 
for hits of colour in select pieces, a good dose 
of these electrifying hues imbues even the 
most staid wardrobe with energy. 
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GUTSY MINIMALISM 

Former Chloé designer Phoebe Philo’s first 
runway collection for Celine was a clever 
melding of edgy toughness and spare 
elegance as seen in this little black dress 
with a black leather top. Or consider 
French-Canadian Rad Hourani, who accented 
severe black tunics and leather biker jackets 
with shredded silver leggings. 


[5] CALVIN KLEIN AND CELINE PHOTOS BY ZEPPELIN PHOTO/KEYSTONE PRESS. RACHEL ROY PHOTO COURTESY RACHEL ROY 
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International children’s films you wont find anywhere else 
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Directors and special guests in attendance 
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Album and a movie for The Besnard Lakes. Plus, Art ἮΝ 


still acting after all these years «> sy inerip raNDosa 


listen to 
The Besnard Lakes while 
making a quick trip to the 
corner store, or during 
commercial breaks. This 
critically acclaimed 
foursome out of Montreal 
produces a “Wall of Sound” 
— contemplative, eerie and 
beautiful music — that 
demands proper attention. 

“The ‘Wall of Sound’ 

comes from Phil Spector, 
and I’ve always been a fan 
of the early ’60s productions 
that he had done,” says 
Lakes front man Jace Lasek 
on the phone from 
Montreal. Lasek and his 
wife, Olga Goreas, began 
the band that now includes 
guitarist Richard White 
and drummer Kevin Laing. 


“We own our own studio, 
and we spend a lot of time 
there trying to create fresh, 
new, weird sounds. We 
have that luxury since we 
don’t have to worry about 
clock-watching.” 

The Lakes’ new CD, 

The Besnard Lakes are the 
Roaring Night, is available 
March 9th. They did, 
however, debut new music 
in January during the 
Sundance Film Festival 
where actor-turned-director 
Mark Ruffalo screened his 
first feature, Sympathy for 
Delicious — a film about a 
paralyzed deejay who has 
the power to heal — that 
was scored by the band. 
How did the actor hook up 
with the Lakes? 
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“He was sick in bed and 
was on iTunes listening to 
music,” says Lasek. “And 
you know how it says, ‘If 
you like this, you’ll like this, 
well he found his way to 
one of our songs and 
spent the rest of the night 
listening to us and decided 
he wanted us for the music 
for his movie.” 
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On Screen 


back on an acting career after shining in 
early 70s flicks Carnal Knowledge and 
Catch-22. But he’s continued to dabble in 
the profession, and returns once again this 
month in the rom-com The Rebound, playing 
Justin Bartha’s father, Harry Finkelstein. 


YOU GOTTA 
HEAR THIS 


British electronica 
duo Groove Armada 
(Andy Cato and 

Tim Findlay] release their sixth CD, 
Black Light, March 2nd with a new 
singer at the mic. Golden-voiced 
SaintSaviour shows off her powerful, 
confident pipes in the catchy dance 
anthem “| Won't Kneel,” and listen for 
Bryan Ferry channeling his Roxy Music 
self forthe French-infused “Shameless.” 


ΜΌΝ LE 
Rogue Wave - Permalight 
Josh Rouse - El Turista 


Little Boots - Hands 
Gorillaz - Plastic Beach 


The White Stripes - Under Great White Northern Lights 


Ludacris - Battle of the Sexes 


Goldfrapp - Head First 
Usher - Raymond vs. Raymond 


Go to HMV.ca for more information 
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Swing that sword like the Star Wars kid 
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ver since the Wil arrived, gamers have longed to wield 
its controller like a virtual broadsword — hacking, 
Slashing, dodging and twirling like that Star Wars kid. 
It hasn’t happened (at least not ina game — what 
you do when no one’s looking is your business}. 

Turns out the Wii-mote doesn't handle sword-like 
movements very well, and the few games that tried 
have been clunky and simplistic. Enter Nintendo’s “Wii MotionPlus” 
accessory —a $20, walnut-sized gizmo that plugs into your controller. 
Using gyroscopes and possibly magic, it makes the Wii-mote much 
more sensitive, enabling a new generation of games like Red Steel 2 
—a first-person slasher. 

Set in a remote desert metropolis, you play the Swordsman — 8 
Stetson- and duster-clad loner avenging something or other with his 
hardened steel blade and trusty six-gun. Featuring stylized graphics 
reminiscent of a comic book, and an East-meets-West vibe, this is a 
sequel in name only — good news, since the 2006 original was one 
of those early swordplay clunkers. The key to Red Steel 2 is the way 
the MotionPlus faithfully replicates your real-world movements as 
you thrust, slice, parry and even deflect enemy bullets. 

The enhanced controller also senses the power of your swing, so 
no more lounging on the couch and just wiggling the Wil-mote at the 
TV. Separating marauding ninjas from their heads takes big, heavy 
blows. So move the coffee table out of the way, make an 
appointment with your chiropractor, and remember to wear pants, 
just in case some joker puts your performance up on YouTube. 

RELEASE DATE: ARCH 23 


PS3 

Revenge is a dish best 
served with fiery, chained 
blades welded to your 
wrists, as the glowering 
Spartan Kratos takes on the 
nastiest creatures of 
Greek mythology in his quest 
to humble the gods. The 
first two GoW games were 
among the PS2’s finest, so 
you can expect this series 
finale to go out with an 
Olympian bang. 

RELEASE DATE: ARCH 16 
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Wil 

This survival-horror 
creepfest begins with a 
cursed website that may 
be stealing the souls of 
visitors (and it’s not TMZ, 
but that’s a good guess). 
Exploring eerie, ghost-filled 
locales with your Wii-mote as 
a flashlight — no chainsaws 
or rocket launchers here — 
you solve puzzles and collect 
clues to defeat a terrifying 
supernatural force. 

RELEASE DATE: WiARCH 9 


44 FAMOUS» MARCH 2010 


MARCH 2010 FAMOUS 45 


1] Mini 


ewaB): 


BIG MOVIES COMING TO THE SMALL SCREEN - sy marn1 wersz 


Wes Anderson's puppet regime in Fantastic Mr. Fox 


STARS: Max Records, 

James Gandolfini 

DIRECTOR: Spike Jonze 
(Adaptation) 

STORY: While it’s based on 
Maurice Sendak’s classic kids’ 
book, we wouldn't recommend 
showing it to your young kids. 
Jonze’s dreamlike, somewhat 
frightening, fantasy follows young 
Max (Records ] from his suburban 
bedroom to a faraway world 
populated by overgrown muppets 


who are — for the most part — 
lonely, sad and a little bit violent. 


STARS? John Cusack, Amanda Peet 
DIRECTOR: Roland Emmerich 
(The Day After Tomorrow) 

STORY: Wish fulfilment for people 
who hate the Earth (and 
everything we've built on its 
crust]. The most explode-y of 
the year’s various end-of-the- 
world thrillers, this pic uses the 
Mayan prophecy that our planet 
will cease to exist in 2012 asa 
jumping-off point for catastrophe. 
DVD Extras: alternate ending, 
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Adam Lambert music video, 
“Roland Emmerich: The Master of 
the Modern Epic” 


STARS: Michael Moore, 

John McCain 

DIREGTOR: Michael Moore (Sicko) 
STORY: It was the economy — 
specifically, the closure of a 

GM plant in Flint, Michigan — 
that started Michael Moore's 
career as a documentary maker 
with Roger & Me. Here he returns 
to the economy fora film about 


ey 
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our current financial crisis, 
focusing on the part greed 
plays in the system we hold 
dear. DVD Extras: “The Man 
Who Might Save Flint,” “What if 
We Had Listened to Jimmy 
Carter” 


STARS: Gabourey Sidibe, 
Mo’Nique 

DIRECTOR: Lee Daniels 
(Shadowboxer) 

STORY: Overweight and 
pregnant, Harlem teen 


» 


Precious (Sidibe) is anything 
but precious to the most 
important people in her life — 
the father who rapes her, the 
mother who abuses her. But, 
with help from a concerned 
teacher (Paula Patton) anda 
patient social worker (Mariah 
Carey) she attempts to break 
away from her reprehensible 
family. DVD Extras: deleted 
scene, ‘From Push to Precious,” 
“Audition: Gabourey Sidibe,” 
“Flourescent Beige” 


STARS: Hugh Grant, 

Sarah Jessica Parker 
DIRECTOR: Marc Lawrence 
(Music and Lyrics) 

STORY: A pampered New York 
couple (Grant, Parker} on the 
brink of divorce witness a 
murder and are forced to 
relocate to a Small town — 
together. DVD Extras: 
outtakes, deleted scenes, 
“Park Avenue Meets the Prairie” 


VOIGES: Freddie Highmore, 
Nicolas Cage 

DIRECTOR: David Bowers 
(Flushed Away) 

STORY: After his son dies, 

a genius scientist (Cage ] 
creates a robot boy in his 
dead child’s image. Astro Boy 
(Highmore] is a pretty good 
copy, but not good enough for 
daddy, so the wee ‘bot runs 
away to start a newlife. Yet, 
when he hears of trouble back 
home, the metal tyke feels the 
pull of familial obligations just 
like any flesh-and-blood 
guilt-based organism. 


STARS: Vanessa Hudgens, 
Gaelan Connell 

DIREGTOR: Todd Graff (Camp) 
STORY: Will (Connell), a nerdy 
high school student witha 


great ear for music, comes 

to the aid of wannabe pop 

star Charlotte (Aly Michalka] 
who's trying to win a Battle of 
the Bands. He pulls together 

a group of talented misfits, 
including one played by 

High School Musical’s Hudgens, 
and manages the group all the 
way to...well, we don't want to 
give anything away. 


VOIGES: Bruno Campos, 

Anika Noni Rose 

DIRECTORS: Ron Clements, 
John Musker 

STORY: A breath of fresh air from 
Disney, this animated tale is 

a) the first to offer an African- 
American princess, b] was 
created with traditional, hand- 
drawn animation rather than 
computer-generated imagery, 
c] flips the frog prince fable on 
its head, with our human heroine 
turning into an amphibian after 
she kisses a slimy little guy. 
DVD Extras: commentary, 
Ne-Yo music video, games 

and activities 


STARS: Kristen Stewart, 

Robert Pattinson 

DIRECTOR: Chris Weitz 

(The Golden Compass) 

STORY: Bella bleeds. Edward 
leaves. Jacob grows a beard... 
all over his body. The bizarre 
love triangle conceived in 
Stephenie Meyer’s second 
Twilight novel plays out on the 
big screen as Jacob [Taylor 
Lautner], now revealed to bea 
werewolf, moves in on vampire 
Edward's (Pattinson) girl Bella 
(Stewart) after the pale one 
leaves town. DVD Extras: two- 
disc set includes commentary, 
six-part making-of doc, music 
videos from Death Cab for Cutie, 
Anya Marina and Mute Math 


VOIGES: George Clooney, 
Meryl Streep 

DIRECTOR: Wes Anderson 
(The Darjeeling Limited) 
STORY: Mr. Fox (Clooney) 
just can’t stop stealing 
stuff. Despite Mrs. Fox’s 
(Streep) pleas, he’s 
powerless to resist 
temptation when he sees a 


chicken farm ora big stash CIN 


of cider — to the detriment 
of his family, extended 
family, and all the animals 
in his community. But thanks to 
Anderson's quirky stop-motion 
animation, a parable about the 
destructive power of addiction 
has never looked so cute. 

DVD Extras: “The Look of 
Fantastic Mr. Fox,” “The Puppet 
Makers,” “Bill and his Badger” 


STARS: George Clooney, 

Ewan McGregor 

DIRECTOR: Grant Heslov 

(Par 6) 

STORY: A small-town journalist 
(McGregor) trying to impress his 
ex-wife travels to Iraq to cover 
the war and instead finds the 
Story of a lifetime in an eccentric 
former military man (Clooney] 
who claims to have supernatural 
abilities honed by a secret army 
unit. Apparently, based ona 
sort-of-true story. 


STARS: Jake Gyllenhaal, 

Tobey Maguire 

DIRECTOR: Jim Sheridan 

(In America) 

STORY: Told her heroic husband 
(Maguire } was killed in the lraq 
war, a young mother (Natalie 
Portman] becomes close —a 
little too close — to her ne’er-do- 
well brother-in-law (Gyllenhaal J. 
But it turns out that her husband 
is alive, being held captive ina 
cave, and doing everything he 
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can to Survive and get back to 
his family. Now he’s home... 
DVD Extras: commentary, 
“Remade in the USA: How Bredre 


Became Brothers” 


STARS: Sandra Bullock, 
Quinton Aaron 

DIRECTOR: John Lee Hancock 
(The Alamo) 

STORY: The true story of how 
Baltimore Ravens offensive 
lineman Michael Oher (Aaron) 
was plucked from a life on the 
streets by a well-off Memphis 
decorator (Bullock), raised in 
her home, and taught the game 
of football. 
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HOROSCOPE FOR MARCH 2010 ὁ BY DAN LIEBMAN 
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Pisces 

February 20 * March 20 
Communication is this month’s 
theme. Emphasize wit over 
sarcasm, and you'll capture any 
audience. You're also a pro at 
interpreting body language, 
making it easier to tackle a taboo 
subject. Start the spring season 
with a fashion makeover. 


Aries 

March 21 * April 20 

Your good deeds have a ripple 
effect, as your acts of kindness 
prove inspiring to others in 
meaningful ways. This is an 
excellent time to take on an 
environmental project. Don’t 
sidestep issues having to do 
with shared finances. 


A 
Ax 


Eva Mendes 


SIGN: Pisces 
BORN: March 5, 1974 
WHERE: Miami, Florida 


Taurus 

April 21 % May 22 

Expect twists and turns ina 
relationship before you see the 
direction in which it’s headed. 
There's greater stability in your 
Career, and your professional 
reputation grows. It’s an excellent 
month to promote ideas — even 
the off-the-wall ones. 


Gemini 

May 23 *% June 21 

Try to ignore small flaws in 
others. At the same time, play up 
your own strengths rather than 
obsessing over weaknesses. 
Important information lurks in 
unlikely places. Read every 
section of the newspaper and 
review dusty files. 
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Cancer 

June 22 *% July 22 

You seem to be allergic to 
someone at work — it could be 
the perfume, but it’s likely the 
personality. Late March sees 
you mentoring a young relative 
or friend. 


Leo 

July 23 *% August 22 

Your take-charge nature is in 
overdrive this month, making 
you persuasive, dynamic and 
overbearing — sometimes all at 
once. Avoid being too harsh in 
your criticisms. 


Virgo 

oe September 22 
Recent pressures ease, and you 
Start to have more fun on the job. 
At the same time, you become 
superproductive. Stay clear of 
anyone who becomes secretive 
or territorial. 


Libra 

September 23 *% October 22 
Family responsibilities ease up. 
It’s time to take a Spontaneous 
trip, but don’t mix pleasure with 
business. Information you've 
been seeking arrives from 
several sources and includes 
revealing details. 


SCOrpioO 

October 23 % November 21 
You always enjoy the mysterious. 
Well, this month is rich in secrets 
—some revealed, others 
intriguing. Be on guard around 
the 20th, when someone who 
resents your popularity tries to 
tarnish your reputation. 


sagittarius 
November 22 % December 22 
Tensions start to ease as you and 
an old friend become more 
accepting of each other’s quirks. 
You see the results of your recent 
humanitarian work. The full 
moon of the 29th marks the start 
of a period of personal growth 
and renewed self-confidence. 
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Capricorn 
December 23 *« January 20 
You're highly perceptive, able to 
determine who is sincere and 
who is false. Your hard work 
over the past few months pays 
off, but you need to handle 
money with greater skill. After 
the 19th, you can afford to be 


YOUR MONTHLY DOSE OF MOVIE TRIVIA 


Ethan Hawke stars in director 
Antoine Fuqua’s ensemble cop 
movie Brooklyn's Finest. Their last 


more flamboyant. movie together earned Hawke a 

; nomination for Best Supporting 
Aquarius : Actor. Name it. 
January21x& February19 7 ΚΚ.. ει ποι ὺπ|ππ 


Which of these filmmakers is 
Season of the Witch star 
Nicolas Cage not related to — 


March is a building month — so 
develop a new interest. You’re 
attracted to areas as diverse as 
the healing arts and financial Talia Shire, Francis Ford Coppola, 
planning. Choose your words : Sean Penn, Jason Schwartzman? 
carefullyafterthe 20th, ὁ 9m ΚΞ... : ne ee ee eC ere ee 
Something you write can reach : Forty-year-old Bart Freundlich 

a surprisingly wide audience. directs the May-December 
romance The Rebound, starring 
Catherine Zeta-Jones as the older 
woman. Who Is Freundlich’s older 
wife, nine years his senior? 


i 


Season of the Witch star Nicolas Cage 
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SIN I MUA 


~ 


: Noah Baumbach cast his wife 
Jennifer Jason Leigh in the new 
dramedy Greenberg. What was the 
last movie they made together? 
Clue: Her character was getting 
married to Jack Black. 


Tim Burton and Johnny Depp join 
forces for Alice in Wonderland. In 
which of these Burton films did 
Depp not star — ξα Wood, Big Fish, 
Sleepy Hollow, Corpse Bride? - 
Jay Baruchel stars in the rom-com 
She’s Out of My League. He was 
born in Ottawa but lives in which 
Canadian city when not working? 


Unlikely couple Jay Baruchel and Alice Eve in She’s Out of My League 


Matt Damon and director 

Paul Greengrass reunite for the 
war drama Green Zone. Which 
successful franchise have they 
worked on together? 


Le Wa 


Green Zone’s Matt Damon 
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We asked you... 


If you could live 
your life as any 
film character, 
who would 


» Hehasthe freedom to 

do anything he wants. 

_© Hedoesn't care about 
what will come out 
of his actions. He 
lives under a mask 
of emotions, and 

' Can't help but do 

the right thing. > P| 


—Jessica Fellwock, Moose Jaw, Sask. 


DX 


2 —David Denis, : —Nicole Gee, Toronto, Ont. 
' Hamilton, Ont. 3 ! 
: —Felicia Harpell, 
—Trevor Penner, ' Oshawa, Ont. 


Winnipeg, Man. 


NEXT QUESTION: What’s the best baseball movie of all time? 


2Y ANSWER ONLINE at Cineplex.com/famouslastwords 


All responses must be entered by March 31st. Look for the answers to this question in the May issue. Responses may be edited for length and clarity. 
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INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW 2010 
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SMART IS IRRESISTIBLE. 


The Tucson has always been a smart choice. Now it’s downright irresistible. A sleek, fluidic exterior enveloping a spacious, 
modern interior. Premium features like standard Bluetooth® and an available panoramic sunroof. It’s a level of style, comfort 
and convenience unheard of in other crossovers. Because there’s nothing smart about blending in with everyone else. Smart is in. 


QUALITY HAS NEVER LOOKED SO GOOD | Starting from $22,999" 


@P HYUNDAr 


hyundaicanada.com 


™The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trade marks owned by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. When equipped with optional navigation package, Bluetooth® Handsfree and 

the navigation system only recognize English voice commands. *Starting price for 2010 Tucson Limited shown: $32,449. Prices exclude Delivery and Destination charge ($1,760), applicable license fees, insurance, 

registration and all taxes. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, P.D.E., dealer admin fees and a full tank of gas. Dealer order may be required. Dealer may sell for less. Prices are subject to change. See dealer 
for details or hyundaicanada.com. 
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Only On PlayStation. 
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IN-STORES MARCH 16° 2010 


“LEAPS AND BOUNDS BEYOND | fe - 
ANYTHING — PS3 HAS SEEN ied DATE.’ . 
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“A SENSE OF SCALE FAR BEYOND 
THE COM FE LEE ᾿ 
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A MONUMENTAL ACHIEVEMENT. Sa hg emer com 
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MATURE 17+ : i 6... onan WINNER GAMA ARARD 
Blood and Gore ὟΝ -. 10 Milittan Views 
Intense Violence 
Nudity | - God of War is a registered trademark and the Santa Monica Studio logo is a 


Strong Langu age ὰ HON TEA trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment America Inc. “PlayStation” and the 
Θ 


“PS” Family logo are registered trademarks and “"PS3”" and PlayStation®Network 
= RB Strong Sexual Content logo are trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment inc. “SONY” and 
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